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PHILOSOPHY OF THE CHAGRIN FALLS EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOLS  
 

Education is a lifelong process.  We, the Chagrin Falls Board of Education, as the elected body being legally responsible for the public school portion 

of that education, subscribe to the following philosophy: 

 

We recognize an obligation to organize and administer the educational program in a manner compatible with a democratic society.  We recognize 

that the unique responsibility of the schools is to pass along a fund of knowledge; and in order to meet this goal, to provide enriched conditions which 

foster academic excellence and individual growth.  We recognize that all persons in our school community have rights and responsibilities that are 

inherent within that society.  We believe that our school system should educate toward responsibility and responsiveness. 

 

We recognize that students differ in their physical, intellectual, emotional, and social growth and in the way they develop these aspects.  We believe 

that the school must play a primary role in the students' education and that educational goals grow out of the needs of individuals. 

 

We believe that students bring together different abilities, talents, and backgrounds.  Intellectual growth will flourish in an environment of trust, 

respect, and teamwork.  The school should strive to heighten the students' appreciation of the cultural and individual diversity within the human 

family. 

 

We believe that students need the freedom to question and should be encouraged to use independent, reflective, and critical thinking.  They should 

have the opportunity to exercise independent judgment by making decisions about their education in addition to following standardized requirements. 

 

We believe that students should understand their relationship to the community, the country, and to the world.  Our schools should provide 

meaningful opportunities for students to become familiar with, and react to, a segment of society outside of their own community. 

 

We believe the education received in Chagrin Falls should fit the students' needs for supporting themselves in the future by preparing for further 

academic study and vocational opportunities. 

 

We believe objectives and procedures of all educational programs are dynamic rather than static and must change to meet new conditions in an ever-

changing world.  We should consider changes in the educational program because of their demonstrated worth. 
 

 

 

 



 

 2 

CHAGRIN FALLS EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOLS DISTRICT GOALS  
 

 

The Chagrin Falls Board of Education is committed to quality education as its top priority.  The mission of the Chagrin Falls Schools is to 

provide a comprehensive range of learning opportunities through which students, staff and community, in partnership, can develop each studentôs 

knowledge, confidence and responsibility leading to individual success and lifelong learning. 

 

The Board defines a quality education as one that prepares the student to compete effectively in any chosen endeavor.  Consideration will be 

given to the academic, social, cultural, physical, practical and emotional development of students in an integrated effort to equip them with a set of 

functional life skills. 

 

The Chagrin Falls Board of Education will establish district goals, set policy, monitor progress, and prioritize its instructional, human, and 

financial resources to ensure accomplishment of its educational mission and defines the following goals: 

 

 

§ Establish standards for student achievement in the areas of: 

 

§ Achievement relative to ability; 

 

§ Identification and achievement of personal goals and feelings of positive self-worth in each student; 

 

§ Development of an understanding of the world, its people and the student's role and responsibilities toward others; 

 

§ Development of well-rounded individuals; 

 

§ Development and implementation of marketing strategies to assure district competitiveness in the areas of college acceptance and other post-

secondary options; 

 

§ Academic and social behaviors that support student achievement; 

 

§ Technology. 
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§ Establish standards of teacher effectiveness in the areas of: 

 

§ Professional and personal growth; 

 

§ Development and implementation of stimulating lessons; 

 

§ Development and use of articulate and correct language in all phases of student and employee communication; 

 

§ Instruction encompassing higher-level thinking and problem-solving skills for all students; 

 

§ Integration of curricula; 

 

§ Identification of individual learning styles and adaptation of teaching methods in order to reach all students. 

 

 

§ Establish a plan and allocate sufficient resources to provide support services for the educational mission, including: 

 

§ A safe environment; 

 

§ An efficient transportation system; 

 

§ Healthy and appetizing food service; 

 

§ Professional development of classified employees; 

 

§ Up-to-date instructional equipment and supplies; 

 

§ Specialized services to meet individual student requirements. 
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§Establish a long-term facility plan to ensure: 

 

§ Facilities that will enhance the educational program; 

 

§ Maintenance and preservation of the community's investment in district facilities, grounds and equipment. 

 

 

§ Establish working relationships and communication networks within the community to ensure: 

 

§ Identification of citizen, Board, parent, and student educational goals; 

 

§ Commitment of citizens, Board, parents and students to ongoing support of the educational mission of the schools. 

 

 

§ Establish standards for administrator effectiveness in the areas of: 

 

§ Fiscal management; 

 

§ Personnel recruitment and development; 

 

§ Policy development; 

 

§ Curriculum development and coordination; 

 

§ Implementation of district goals; 

 

§ Appropriate educational offerings for all students; 

 

§ Effective communications with all sectors of the school community. 
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ORGANIZATION OF TH E FOREIGN LANGUAGE COURSE OF STUDY 
 

The Foreign Language Course of Study is divided into Levels.    Each of the Levels is organized into Benchmarks, Indicators, Reference Code, 

Clarifications, and Resources/Suggestions. 

 

The Benchmarks column is the big idea or major concept that students should understand.  The Indicators delineate the understandings students 

need to build the major concept (Benchmark).  The majority of the Benchmarks and Indicators in the Foreign Language Course of Study come from 

the Ohio Academic Content Standards for Foreign Language (2003).  Leading Ohio foreign language educators developed the Ohio standards to 

guide curriculum expectations. 

 

The Benchmarks and Indicators that come from the Ohio Standards are noted with symbols in the Reference (REF.) column.  The first line of upper 

case letters refers to the content standard (e.g. COM = Communicate in languages other than English).  On the next line, the upper case letter 

represents the Benchmark as it is organized in the state document.  The first number on the next line is the grade level at which the indicator appears 

in the Ohio document.  The second number is the state Indicator, as it is organized within the state Benchmark.  The Indicators that do not have 

references are those originated by the Chagrin Falls staff members that incorporate valuable understandings not included in the Ohio Standards. 

 

The Indicators marked with an asterisk (*) are ones that lend themselves well to differentiation.  These Indicators lend themselves well to student 

choice, creativity, and deeper and more complex understandings.  Even though only some of the Indicators have an *, the teacher may develop varied 

levels of content, activities and modes of student production with any Indicator, as student needs dictate.   

 

The Clarifications  column provides information related to its adjoining Indicator.  The information generally serves one of these purposes:  (1) 

defines terms or concepts, (2) sets parameters for teaching broadly described concepts, (3) explains what students will do when they understand a 

particular concept, or (4) describes background knowledge needed to understand the concept.  The members of the Foreign Language Curriculum 

Committee developed the contents of the Clarification column. 

 

The contents of the Resources/Suggestions column, also developed by Committee members, provide ideas for teaching the related Indicator.  Ideas 

may include: guest speaker, textbook pages, web site addresses, project ideas, and student activities.   These are suggestions only.  The teacher 

enacting the curriculum with students must decide what resources to use with his/her students. 

 

Important Notations:  Many ideas in the Clarifications and Resources/Suggestions column are applicable to several languages.  When a language-

specific idea is provided, the name of the language appears first, followed by a colon (i.e. ñSpanish:ò ).  Specific notation is made in both the 

Exploratory and Introductory Levels when students are to communicate in the target language.  The symbol ñTLò follows those Clarifications in 

which the students must use the target language to demonstrate mastery of an Indicator.   
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PHILOSOPHY OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION COURSE OF STUDY  
 

 

 

Students graduating from the Chagrin Falls School District will be prepared to live in a global community by being proficient in at least one world 

language in addition to English, which is essential to a world-class education.  The Chagrin Falls School District is committed to empowering 

students by offering a standards-based world language curriculum beginning in kindergarten and continuing through the twelfth grade to provide 

students with the opportunity to achieve a high-level of proficiency. 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS
1
 

 

 

Communication: Communicate in languages other than English standard (COM) 

Students initiate and sustain spoken, written or signed communication by providing and obtainin g information , expressing feelings 

and emotions, and exchanging opinion s in culturally appropriate ways in the target language. Students comprehend the main ideas 

and significant details in a variety of age -appropriate live, written or recorded messages in the target language. Students understand 

and interpret authentic ÛÌßÛÚɯÙÈÕÎÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯÓÐÛÌÙÈÛÜÙÌɯÛÖɯÊÓÈÚÚÐÊÈÓɯÓÐÛÌÙÈÙàɯÛÌßÛÚɯÛÖɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌÚɯÐÕɯÊÖÕÛÌÔ×ÖÙÈÙàɯÔÈÎÈáÐÕÌÚȮɯ

newspapers and Internet sources. Students present information and ideas on familiar topics to general audiences or readers. 
 

Cultures: Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures standard (CUL) 

Students demonstrate an understanding of insights gained into another culture through the examination of its practices (behav iors), 

products (tangibles such as monuments, food and literature, and intangi bles such as laws and music) and perspectives (attitudes, 

values, ideas, world views).  
 

Connections: Connect with other disciplines and acquire information standard (CON) 

Students reinforce and expand their knowledge across disciplines through the target l anguage. Students acquire informatio n and 

viewpoint s that are directl y accessible only throug h the target language and its cultures. 
 

Comparisons: Develop insight into the nature of language and culture standard (PAR) 

Students enhance their understandin g of the nature of language by comparing the target language and English (linguistic comparisons). 

Students enhance their understanding of the concept of culture by comparing their own cultur e wit h another culture , includin g the 

relationshi p between accepted practices, products and perspectives (cultural comparisons). 
 

Communities: Participate in multilingual communities and cultures at home and around the world standard (MUN) 

Students use the language both within and beyond the school setting. Students show evidence of becoming lifelong learners by using 

the language for personal enjoyment and enrichment. Students use the language, knowledg e of cultura l influences and skill s acquired in 

the classroom to interpret events of the modern world from multiple perspe ctives and to increase career options. 
 

                                                
1
 Academic Content Standards K-12 Foreign Language, Center for Curriculum and Assessment, Office of Curriculum and Instruction, Ohio Department of Education (2003) 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE  

EXPLORATORY LEVEL (3 - 4) 
 

Key to Reference Column: 
Line 1: (Standard)  COM = Communicate in languages other than English                                                                CUL = Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures 
                               CON = Connect with other disciplines and acquire information                                                   PAR = Develop insight into the nature of language and culture 

                               MUN = Participate in multilingual communities and cultures at home and around the world        
Line 2:     Ohio Benchmark Within Standard 
Line 3:     Grade Level . Indicator Number 
Key to Other Abbreviations:     TL ï Target Language          E ï English              TPR ï Total Physical Response 
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OHIO BENCHMARK  INDICATOR  REF. CLARIFICATION  RESOURCES/ 

SUGGESTIONS 

Ask and answer questions 

and share preferences on 

familiar topics. 

1. Answer simple questions about personal 

information and other familiar topics (e.g., 

name, age, favorite color, birthday month, 
day of the week, weather). 

COM 

A 

K.1 

Students respond to questions about 

their name, age, date, and weather. 

(TL) 

French: Interactive teacher-created 

date/weather board  

Spanish: Professor Parrot video; 
Teach Them Spanish: Grades K-5, 

by Winnie Waltzer-Hackett; A Bit  

of Everything: Un Poco De Todo, 
 by Liza Sernett  

" 2. Ask and tell how they are (e.g., How are 

you? Iôm okay.). 

COM 

A 

1.2 

Students say how they are feeling 

using cues from teacher. (TL) 

Spanish: teacher-created dialogues 

Exchange personal 

information. 

3. Exchange greetings. COM 

B 

K.3 

French: Students exchange basic 

greetings in TL. 

Spanish: Students practice greetings 
and introductions in puppet shows 

and dialogues. (TL) 

 

Spanish: teacher-created dialogues 

Request clarification. 4. Respond to questions seeking 
clarification (e.g., Do you want red or 

blue? Do you understand? What is this?). 

COM 
C 

K.4 

Students respond to questions from 
teacher seeking identification of 

colors, numbers or classroom 

objects. (TL) 

French: Poster Pals, les Couleurs 
et les nombres; Les Zoomies et les 

couleurs; Petit-Bleu et Petit-Jaune 

by Leo Leonni 
Spanish: number and color posters 

 

Give and follow a short 

sequence of instructions. 

5. Repeat and follow a simple sequence of 

instructions (e.g., Take out a sheet of paper 
and write your name. Touch your nose and 

jump three times.). 

COM 

D 
1.5 

Students follow a sequence of 

instructions in the TL.  
Students play Simon Says, 

responding to teacherôs commands 

then giving commands to peers in 
TL. 

 

Spanish: Exploring Spanish, by 

Sheeran and McCarthy 



FOREIGN LANGUAGE  

EXPLORATORY LEVEL (3 - 4) 
 

Key to Reference Column: 
Line 1: (Standard)  COM = Communicate in languages other than English                                                                CUL = Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures 
                               CON = Connect with other disciplines and acquire information                                                   PAR = Develop insight into the nature of language and culture 

                               MUN = Participate in multilingual communities and cultures at home and around the world        
Line 2:     Ohio Benchmark Within Standard 
Line 3:     Grade Level . Indicator Number 
Key to Other Abbreviations:     TL ï Target Language          E ï English              TPR ï Total Physical Response 
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OHIO BENCHMARK  INDICATOR  REF. CLARIFICATION  RESOURCES/ 

SUGGESTIONS 

Decode words, phrases and 

sentences using knowledge of 

letter/symbol-sound 

correspondences and 
contextual cues. 

6. Understand new words from the use of 

pictures within a text. 

COM 

G 

K.9 

Students recognize new words from 

contextual clues when reading or 

listening to the teacher read books in 

the TL. 

French: Ours brun; Les Zoomies et 

les nombre; LôAlphabet; Petit-

Bleu et Petit-Jaune, by Leo Leonni 

Spanish: Primeros númeras, by Jo 
Litchfield and Felicity Brooks; 

classroom transparency and 

teacher-created story; Los Zoomies 
y los colores, by Kiki Kaye; Oso 

Pardo, oso paro, ¿ qué ves ahí? by 

Bill Martin Jr. 

Decode words, phrases and 
sentences using knowledge of 

letter/symbol-sound 

correspondences and 
contextual cues. (cont.) 

7. Identify and say alphabet and sound-
symbol correspondence (e.g., "b" as in 

"bateau," "n" as in HET). 

COM 
G 

1.9 

Students say the alphabet in TL.  
Students use alphabet to spell words 

in the TL (for example playing 

hangman). 
Spanish: students are introduced to 

phonetics, especially those sounds 

differing from English. 

Spanish: Sing, Dance, Laugh and 
Eat Tacos 2 CD by Barbara 

MacArthur; El alfabeto by Gladys 

Rosa-Mendoza 

Dramatize songs, short 
stories, poetry or activities. 

*8. Dramatize songs, poetry, short 
personal stories or dialogues. 

COM 
I 

3.10 

Students will sing songs and 
perform dialogues using greetings 

and self-introduction vocabulary. 

Students also use puppets to 
perform the skits. (TL) 

French: Les Comptines Bleues 
tape/CD 

Spanish: De Colores CD (José-

Luis Orozco) and teacher-created 
dialogues 

Present information orally, 

signed or in writing. 

*9. Label familiar objects or people (e.g., 

school supplies, family members, 

geometric shapes) and share with others. 

COM 

K 

2.15 

French: Students label classroom 

objects. 

Given a map of France, students 
label the neighboring countries and 

surrounding bodies of water in TL. 

Spanish: Students label classroom 
objects and school supplies, colors 

and shapes. (TL) 

French: use the globe and the 

French pull-down map 



FOREIGN LANGUAGE  

EXPLORATORY LEVEL (3 - 4) 
 

Key to Reference Column: 
Line 1: (Standard)  COM = Communicate in languages other than English                                                                CUL = Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures 
                               CON = Connect with other disciplines and acquire information                                                   PAR = Develop insight into the nature of language and culture 
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OHIO BENCHMARK  INDICATOR  REF. CLARIFICATION  RESOURCES/ 

SUGGESTIONS 

Observe, identify and 

describe simple patterns of 

behavior of the target culture. 

10. Name important traditions, holidays or 

events. 

CUL 

A 

1.1 

French: Students name main 

traditions of: Christmas, Toussaint, 

St. Nicolas, Three Kings Day and 

Mardi Gras. (E) 
Spanish: Students identify important 

traditions of Day of the Dead, 

Christmas, Posadas, Three Kings 
Day, and Cinco de Mayo. (E) 

French: Christmas in France book 

by Kristin Thoennes 

Spanish: Celebrating Cinco de 

Mayo: Fiesta Time by Sandi Hill; 
Cinco de Mayo by Colón Garcia; 

Day of the Dead by Tony 

Johnston; The Night of Las 
Posadas by Tomie DePaola;  

Spanish Christmas 

" *11. Tell about typical daily activities of 

target language peers (e.g., school, home). 

CUL 

A 
3.1 

Students compare and contrast their 

school day with that of children in 
the target language country. (E) 

French: First Book of France, by 

Louisa Somerville; teacher-created 
handouts 

" 12. Identify some common beliefs and 

attitudes within the target culture (e.g., 
social etiquette, roles of individual family 

members). 

CUL 

A 
4.2 

Students identify target culture 

attitudes related to eating habits, 
etiquette in dealing with adults, after 

school activities, and family 

celebrations. (TL/E) 

 

 

Identify and imitate gestures 

and oral expressions to 

participate in age-appropriate 
cultural activities. 

*13. Describe and use appropriate patterns 

of behavior (e.g., greetings or gestures 

used with friends and family) of the target 

culture. 

CUL 

B 

3.2 

Students demonstrate culturally 

appropriate use of gestures and form 

of address (tu/vous, tú/usted) during 
skits. (TL)  

 

French: Les plus belles comptines 

des petits lascars CD 

" *14. Sing/sign songs, play games and 

celebrate events from the target culture. 

CUL 

B 
3.3 

French/Spanish: Students sing TL 

songs, play games from target 
cultures, and celebrate holidays such 

as: Mardi Gras and Cinco de Mayo. 

 

French: Les plus belles comptines 

des petits lascars CD 
Spanish: Hola Amigos video (vol 

1) (Monterey Home Video); 

Spanish Piggyback Songs by 
Sonya Kranwinkel 

 

http://www.reyesmagosweb.com/


FOREIGN LANGUAGE  
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OHIO BENCHMARK  INDICATOR  REF. CLARIFICATION  RESOURCES/ 

SUGGESTIONS 

Observe, identify, describe 

and reproduce objects, 

images and symbols of the 

target culture. 

*15. Identify and describe characteristics 

of products and symbols of the target 

culture (e.g., kinds of food, styles of 

clothing, types of dwellings, modes of 
transportation, types of monuments, colors 

of flags). 

CUL 

C 

3.5 

French: During geography unit, 

students identify and describe the 

colors of the French flag, important 

French monuments and national 
bird. (E) 

Spanish: Students examine and 

discuss the significance of Mexican 
realia and Guatemalan worry dolls. 

(E) 

Spanish: Trouble Dolls, by 

Suzanne Simons 

French symbols 

" *16. Discuss and reproduce a product from 

the target culture (e.g., flags, foods, 
monuments). 

CUL 

C 
3.6 

French: Students reproduce the 

French flag and draw pictures of 
various French monuments. 

Students also prepare French food. 

Spanish: Students reproduce the 
Mexican flag and draw pictures of 

objects from a typical Cinco de 

Mayo celebration.  
Students make their own worry 

dolls. 

 

French symbols 
 

Describe concepts and use 
skills from across disciplines. 

17. Use numbers to count (1-31) add (1-9) 
and tell the date. 

CON 
A 

K.1 

Students use numbers 1- 30 
(French) and 1-20 (Spanish) to 

count and tell the date. (TL) 

French: Poster Pals, Les couleurs 
et les nombres. 

Spanish: Spanish Fun, by 

Catherine Bruzzone and Lone 
Morton; Spanish: Elementary, 

Level 1, by Rose Thomas; Los 

números, by Gladys Rosa-

Mendoza;  
Spanish numbers 

 

http://www.ambafrance-us.org/atoz/symbols.asp
http://www.ambafrance-us.org/atoz/symbols.asp
http://www.jvlnet.com/~liliana/Spanish_Numbers.html
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OHIO BENCHMARK  INDICATOR  REF. CLARIFICATION  RESOURCES/ 

SUGGESTIONS 

Describe concepts and use 

skills from across disciplines. 

(cont.) 

18. Describe the weather and seasons. CON 

A 

K.2 

French: Students describe the 

weather (grades 3 & 4) and the 

seasons (grade 4). (TL) 

French: Weather chart and seasons 

posters 

" 19. Sort objects according to attributes 
(e.g., color, shape, length, size). 

CON 
A 

K.3 

Spanish: Students sort objects by 
color and shape. (TL) 

Spanish: Los colores y las figures, 
by Gladys Rosa-Mendoza 

" 20. Identify units of time (e.g., days of the 
week, months). 

CON 
A 

K.4 

Students identify days of the week 
in TL. 

French: Poster Pals, le calendrier 
Spanish: Bilingual Mini-Books by 

Helen Moore and Jaime Lucero 

" 21. Identify and use appropriate terms of 

measurement, currency and time (e.g., 
measure clothing in centimeters, count 

target culture money, tell time). 

CON 

A 
2.1 

Students discuss currency used in 

target language culture. 

 

" 22. Name and locate on a map the country/ 

countries where the target language is 
used. 

CON 

A 
3.2 

Students locate on map, countries 

where target language is spoken. 

Map of France 

" *23. Play an instrument or produce an 

art/craft of the target culture. 

CON 

A 
3.3 

Students make Mardi Gras masks 

and Guatemalan worry dolls. 
French,Mardi Gras  
 

" *24. Read and interpret pictographs, bar 

graphs, line graphs, tables or timelines. 

CON 

A 

4.4 

French: Students use bar graphs to 

represent favorite color. 

 

Identify viewpoints of the 

target culture through 

authentic sources and 

expressive products. 

25. Watch a video segment or 

demonstration of a target culture practice 

(e.g., celebration, food preparation) and 

name the key steps or elements involved 
using visual cues and verbal prompts. 

CON 

B 

2.6 

Spanish: Students watch and discuss 

videos showing celebrations of las 

Posadas, Christmas, and Day of the 

Dead. (E) 

Spanish: Trav's Travels: Mexico 

video (IVN Entertainment); 

Holiday Facts video 

" *26. Create replicas of cultural objects 

(e.g., origami, piñata, Mardi Gras masks, 
Christmas shoe, bulla). 

CON 

B 
3.6 

Students make Mardi Gras masks 

and Guatemalan worry dolls. 

 

http://www.holidays.net/mardigras/
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OHIO BENCHMARK  INDICATOR  REF. CLARIFICATION  RESOURCES/ 

SUGGESTIONS 

Identify and describe 

linguistic structures and 

writing systems of the target 

language and English. 

27. Distinguish between sounds of the 

target language and English. 

PAR 

A 

K.1 

Apply daily in class.  

" 28. Imitate sounds of the target language. PAR 

A 

K.2 

Apply daily in class.  

" 29. Compare sound-symbol combinations 

of English and the target language (e.g., 

French "eau;" Latin "qu;" Japanese "i" 

sounds like English "ee"). 

PAR 

A 

3.1 

Students recognize and practice 

sound-symbol combinations with 

high frequency words. (TL) 

 

Recognize that linguistic 

structures carry meaning and 

vary across languages. 

30. Identify cognates, word elements (e.g., 

prefixes, suffixes, word roots, radicals) 

and/or borrowed words (e.g., Me gusta el 
chocolate; Jôaime danser; hanbaagaa; tofu; 

aus-, be-, vers-, wider - + sprechen; -ion 

suffix for feminine words). 

PAR 

B 

3.2 

Students identify and give examples 

of cognates. 

 

Identify and describe patterns 
of behavior in various 

cultural settings. 

*31. Identify and compare behavior 
patterns of the target culture and studentsô 

own culture (e.g., clothing, school 

routines, family rituals). 

PAR 
C 

3.5 

Students compare holiday 
celebrations of their own and target 

cultures. (E) 

French: First Book of France, by 
Louisa Somerville 

Identify and describe 
products of the target culture 

and studentsô own culture. 

32. Identify and describe symbols of the 
target culture and studentsô own culture 

(e.g., traffic signs, monuments or famous 

buildings, bathroom signs). 

PAR 
D 

1.4 

French: Students identify important 
French monuments and symbols 

(Eiffel Tower, Rooster, flag). 

(TL/E) 

French: Symbols 
 

" 33. Identify similarities and differences 

between basic products of studentsô own 

culture and the target culture (e.g., food, 

shelter, transportation). 

PAR 

D 

3.6 

Students identify and sample typical 

foods from the target culture. 

French: end of semester 

celebration (grade 3) ï Mardi Gras 

(grade 4) 

Spanish: Day of the Dead 
celebration 

http://www.ambafrance-us.org/atoz/symbols.asp


FOREIGN LANGUAGE  

EXPLORATORY LEVEL (3 - 4) 
 

Key to Reference Column: 
Line 1: (Standard)  COM = Communicate in languages other than English                                                                CUL = Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures 
                               CON = Connect with other disciplines and acquire information                                                   PAR = Develop insight into the nature of language and culture 

                               MUN = Participate in multilingual communities and cultures at home and around the world        
Line 2:     Ohio Benchmark Within Standard 
Line 3:     Grade Level . Indicator Number 
Key to Other Abbreviations:     TL ï Target Language          E ï English              TPR ï Total Physical Response 
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OHIO BENCHMARK  INDICATOR  REF. CLARIFICATION  RESOURCES/ 

SUGGESTIONS 

Perform for a school or 

community event. 

*34. Perform songs, poetry, stories, skits 

or plays for classroom, school or 

community events. 

MUN 

B 

4.3 

French: Students participate in 

school wide French event: 

Francofest. (TL) 

Spanish: Students sing Christmas 
carols for their peers. (TL) 

Spanish: Share the Music CD 

series (McGraw Hill: grade 4, vol. 

7; grade 5, vols. 7 and 8; grade 6, 

vol. 8); Canten Navidad cassette 
(Barbara MacArthur) 

Use various products and 

media from the target culture 
and language for personal 

enjoyment. 

*35. Listen and respond (e.g., sing, draw a 

picture, indicate favorites, identify 
keywords) to songs, stories and 

instrumental music of the target culture 

from a variety of sources (e.g., audio tapes, 

videos, guest speakers, older students). 

MUN 

D 
K.4 

Students listen to authentic stories 

and songs in the target language. 

French: Act out the songs they 

sing ï Les comptines bleus CD 
Spanish: De Colores CD (José-

Luis Orozco) 

" 36. Apply rules of etiquette while 

participating in a celebration or practice 

(e.g., using chopsticks, birthday party) of 
the target culture. 

MUN 

D 

1.4 

Apply during celebrations.  

Attend, participate in or view 

target culture events and 

share with others. 

*37. Explore target cultures through 

various avenues (e.g., cuisine, sports, 

theater, dance, art) and describe to others. 

MUN 

E 

3.5 

Students participate in celebrations 

such as Francofest, Mardi Gras, 

Cinco de Mayo, and end of semester 
class parties. 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE  

INTRODUCTORY LEVEL (5 ï 6) 
 

Key to Reference Column: 
Line 1: (Standard)  COM = Communicate in languages other than English                                                                CUL = Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures 
                               CON = Connect with other disciplines and acquire information                                                   PAR = Develop insight into the nature of language and culture 

                               MUN = Participate in multilingual communities and cultures at home and around the world        
Line 2:     Ohio Benchmark Within Standard 
Line 3:     Grade Level . Indicator Number 
Key to Other Abbreviations:     TL ï Target Language          E ï English              TPR ï Total Physical Response 

17 

 

OHIO BENCHMARK  INDICATOR  REF. CLARIFICATION  RESOURCES/ 

SUGGESTIONS 

Engage in oral, written 

or signed conversation 

on familiar topics.  

1. Carry on simple conversations 

about familiar topics (e.g., 

family , food, school). 

COM 

A 
5.1 

Skits, role play and dialogues using common 

phrases and vocabulary 
French: Students use greetings and self-

introduction vocabulary, inquire about family 

members, express likes and dislikes, shop for 
school supplies, and describe clothing. (TL) 

Spanish: Students use phrases of greetings 

and self- introduction; ask and answer 

questions about self, personal data, 
appearance, and family members; inquire 

about day, date and time; perform dialogues 

using clothing and body part vocabulary. 
(TL) 

French: Exploring French, Second Ed. 

Rev., Sheeran and McCarthy, pp 1-7 
(greetings and self-introduction 

vocabulary); pp 45-49 (family 

members); pp 8-15 (shop for school 
supplies); pp 79-85 and 91 (clothing) 

 

Spanish: Professor Parrot video; Teach 

Them Spanish: Grades K-5 by Winnie 
Waltzer-Hackett; A Bit of Everything: 

Un Poco De Todo by Liza Sernett; De 

Colores CD (José-Luis Orozco); Sing, 
Dance, Laugh and Eat Tacos 2 CD by 

Barbara MacArthur; El Cuerpo by 

Gladys Rosa-Mendoza; Spanish 
Piggyback Songs by Sonya 

Kranwinkel; Spanish Teacher's Book of 

Lists by George Giannetti; Spanish: 

Elementary, Levels 1 and 2 by Rose 
Thomas; Spanish: Middle/High School, 

Level 1 by Rose Thomas; Exploring 

Spanish, Sheeran and McCarthy 
 

" 2. Exchange writte n 

communicati on (e.g., e-mail , e-

pals, phone pals, notes, letters). 

COM 

A 

5.2 

Communicate in target language. 

Spanish: Students correspond with sponsored 

child in Guatemala. (TL/E)  
Students make a holiday card. (TL) 

 

 

Spanish sponsored child 

http://www.planusa.org/


FOREIGN LANGUAGE  

INTRODUCTORY LEVEL (5 ï 6) 
 

Key to Reference Column: 
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Line 3:     Grade Level . Indicator Number 
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OHIO BENCHMARK  INDICATOR  REF. CLARIFICATION  RESOURCES/ 

SUGGESTIONS 

Express personal 

preferences and 

feelings, and support 

opinions.  

3. Exchange opinions about 

familiar topics in written, oral or 

signed form (e.g., favorite pet, 

homework).  

COM 

B 

6.2 

Likes and dislikes (for example, food) 

French: Students express likes and dislikes 

about foods, hobbies, seasons. (TL) 
Students inquire about well being. (TL)  

Spanish: Students express likes and dislikes 

about sports and hobbies by asking and 
answering questions using gustar and the 

infinitive (TL) 

Students inquire about well being. (TL) 

Students ask and answer questions about 
favorite colors and numbers. (TL) 

French: Exploring French, Sheeran and 

McCarthy, pp 52-62 (food); pp 119-

123 (hobbies); pp 97-101 (seasons) 
Spanish: Aprendo Español, Book 1, 

grades. 4-6 by George Giannetti; ¡Buen 

Viaje! by Jo Anne Wilson and 
Jacqueline Moase-Burke; Exploring 

Spanish, Sheeran and McCarthy, pp 

123-131 

Request and provide 

clarification.  

4. Ask and answer questions to 

clarify information (e.g., videos, 

conversations). 

COM 

C 
5.4 

Classroom directions  Spanish: Spanish Middle School 

Lessons by George Giannetti; 
Exploring Spanish, Sheeran and 

McCarthy, pp 16-19 

" *5. Clarify meaning through 

logical sequencing (e.g., First, he 

opened the door. Then, he came 

in. Finally, he spoke.). 

COM 

C 
6.3 

Chronological events in storytelling 

French: Students retell stories learned in 
class. (TL) 

Spanish: Students will make, read and retell 

stories from mini-books. (TL) 

French: St Aubertôs story packet from 

ODE or teacher-created stories 
Spanish: Bilingual Mini-Books by 

Helen Moore and Jaime Lucero; 

Spanish-English Little Books by Jeri 
Carroll and Kathy Dunlavy 

Give and follow multi -

step directions. 

6. Give and follow a short 

sequence of oral, signed and/or 

written requests.  

COM 

D 

6.4 

Follow oral classroom instructions, written 

directions on quizzes and tests, and play 

Simon Says. (French and Spanish) TL 
Spanish: Students follow commands to draw 

monsters with various body parts. (TL) 

 

French: Exploring French, Sheeran and 

McCarthy, pp 16-19 (classroom 

instructions), pp 70-73 (Simon Says) 
Spanish: Spanish Crossword Masters, 

Judy Iacofano, ed.; Spanish Puzzlers, 

Books 1 and 2 by Elizabeth Ramsay-
Verzariu; Exploring Spanish, Sheeran 

and McCarthy, pp 16-19, 71-79 

 



FOREIGN LANGUAGE  

INTRODUCTORY LEVEL (5 ï 6) 
 

Key to Reference Column: 
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OHIO BENCHMARK  INDICATOR  REF. CLARIFICATION  RESOURCES/ 

SUGGESTIONS 

Use culturally 

appropriate language 

and gestures in a 

variety of social 

settings. 

*7. Demonstrate understanding 

of cultural topics through role 

play (e.g., family dynamics, 

historical events, shopping). 

COM 

E 

5.6 

Skits and dialogues 

French: Students pretend to shop for school 

supplies from a bookstore in France. (TL) 
Spanish: Students role-play correct use of 

manners vocabulary. (TL) 

French: Ici on parle français ïFrench 

for Beginners; Exploring French, 

Sheeran and McCarthy, pp 8-15 
(supplies) 

Spanish: Exploring Spanish, Sheeran 

and McCarthy, pp 1-7 

" 8. Use culturally appropriate 

gestures in everyday social 

situations (e.g., greetings, 

farewells, introductions).  

COM 

E 

6.5 

Students use handshakes and kissing in 

greetings. 

 

Follow multi -step 

directions. 

9. Follow directions for activities 

(e.g., games, arts and crafts). 

COM 

F 
5.7 

Students follow directions given in target 

language 

French: Exploring French, Sheeran and 

McCarthy, pp 16-19 
Spanish: Exploring Spanish, Sheeran 

and McCarthy, pp 1116-19 

Derive meaning using 

aural, visual and 

contextual clues. 

10. Recognize and explain common 

idiomatic expressions (e.g., Hace 
frío. / It makes cold. - Itôs cold; Jôai 

faim./I have hunger. - Iôm hungry.; 

Quid agis?/What are you doing? - 
How are you?). 

COM 

G 
5.8 

Students will use idiomatic expressions in 

skits. (TL) 

Spanish: Exploring Spanish, Sheeran 

and McCarthy, p 57 

" 11. Interpret culturally appropriate 

verbal and nonverbal 

communication (e.g., interjections, 
gestures, proximity). 

COM 

G 

6.7 

French: Students comprehend expressions 

Allez! and Voilà! 

Spanish: Students interpret expressions such 
as ¡Qué bien! And ¡Felicidades! 

 

Identify a speakerôs or 

authorôs purpose and 
discuss the main idea, 

characters and 

supporting details in a 

12. Identify the purpose, main idea, 

characters, setting and important 
events in age-appropriate media 

(e.g., print, visual, audio). 

COM 

H 
5.10 

Teacher created stories and childrenôs videos 

in TL. 
French: Students identify main ideas in 

Teddyôs and St. Aubertôs stories. (TL) 

French: La Grosse Patate , Le Gros 

Ours affamé 
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OHIO BENCHMARK  INDICATOR  REF. CLARIFICATION  RESOURCES/ 

SUGGESTIONS 

variety of media. 

Narrate an event, a 

personal experience or 
an original story. 

*13. Write or tell about an event or 

personal experience (e.g., class trip, 
getting a new pet). 

COM 

I 
5.11 

Directed activity using structured vocabulary  

French: Students create and present stories 
modeled after those learned in class. (TL) 

 

Teacher-created stories 

Present original work 

and cultural material. 

*14. Create a simple presentation 

(e.g., historical skit, song, rap, 
diorama, report) for a variety of 

audiences. 

COM 

J 
5.12 

Fashion show: Students create catalogs, 

posters, videos or perform live modeling of 
fashion. (TL) 

French: Ici on parle français ï French 

for Beginners; Exploring French, 
Sheeran and McCarthy, pp 79-85 and 

91 

Spanish: Exploring Spanish, Sheeran 
and McCarthy, pp 81-86 

 

" *15. Create and present student-

generated works (e.g., skits, songs, 
poems, stories, reports). 

COM 

J 
6.10 

 

Country reports on places where target 

language is spoken. 
French: Students write and present reports 

about French regions and well-known 

personalities. (E) 

French: Exploring French, Sheeran and 

McCarthy, pp 63-68; 92-96; 114-118; 
website cited on p 6 (French Regions) 

Spanish: Exploring Spanish, Sheeran 

and McCarthy, pp 28-37 
 

Apply age-appropriate 

writing process 

strategies to publish a 
document for a range of 

audiences. 

 

*16. Apply age-appropriate writing 

process strategies (prewriting, 

drafting, revising, editing, 
publishing). 

COM 

K 

5.14 
6.11 

Write descriptions of self, family or clothing. 

French: Students write descriptions of 

partnerôs clothing for fashion show. 
Students write family descriptions. (TL) 

Students write a paragraph of self-

introduction. (TL) 
Students revise and correct drafts and help 

classmates with their revisions 

Spanish: Students write 1-2 paragraph essays 

about themselves and their families. (TL) 
Students create figures from magazine photos 

and describe their clothing. (TL) 

French: Exploring French, Sheeran and 

McCarthy, pp 45-50; 79-85 

Spanish: Exploring Spanish, Sheeran 
and McCarthy, pp 46-51 
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OHIO BENCHMARK  INDICATOR  REF. CLARIFICATION  RESOURCES/ 

SUGGESTIONS 

 

Investigate, discuss and 

report on practices and 
perspectives of the target 

culture. 

17. Identify and report on selected 

practices of the target culture (e.g., 
table manners, gestures, personal 

distance, holiday celebrations). 

CUL 

A 
5.1 

Students identify cultural practices as related 

to holiday celebrations and food presentation.  
Students become familiar with notions of 

time including the use of military time in 

France and Spain. (E) 
French: Students explore presidential voting 

system in France. (E) 

 

Spanish: Discovering Mexico by 

Dianna Sullivan; Discovering Spain by 
Dianna Sullivan; Exploring Spanish, 

Sheeran and McCarthy, pp 57---63, 87-

92 

" 18. Discuss social conventions of 
the target culture (e.g., shopping, 

after- school activities, family, 

friendships). 
 

CUL 
A 

6.1 

School schedules, birthday celebrations, 
mealtimes, typical day of a child in target 

country. (E) 

French: Families of France video; First 
Book of France, Louisa Somerville 

Spanish: Exploring Spanish, Sheeran 

and McCarthy, pp 57-63, 87-92 

" 19. Discuss appropriate ways to 

interact with individuals from the 

target language culture (e.g., cheek 
kissing, personal space). 

 

CUL 

A 

6.2 

Demonstrate in skits and role-plays.  

Participate in and 

discuss age-appropriate 
cultural practices. 

20. Perform age-appropriate songs, 

games, dances and plays. 

CUL 

B 
5.2 

Students perform songs in class and for 

celebrations (French: Francofest and French 
and Spanish: Christmas carols).  Students 

play games in the target language such as 

hangman and bingo. (TL) 
 

French songs/comptines 

French: Charlotte Diamond French 
CD: Qúil y ait toujours du soleil 

" 21. Role-play appropriate ways to 

interact with individuals from the 

target culture (e.g., attracting the 
attention of a deaf person, removing 

shoes in a house). 

CUL 

B 

5.3 

Addressing adults and peers. French: Exploring French, Sheeran and 

McCarthy, pp 1-6 

http://www.momes.net/



