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                     NEWS from the 

                         CHAGRIN FALLS SCHOOLS

For the School Bulletin Board or separate column, April 24, 2008
    From Lenny May 440-247-2072 ext. 4022 or maylen @chagrin-falls.k12.oh.us
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

 Chagrin Falls Intermediate School teacher Michaele Masenthin has been selected as a 2008 winner for elementary school teachers of The Cleveland Plain Dealer’s Crystal Apple Award. The award was created to show appreciation to our area's finest educators and is a tribute to outstanding teachers currently teaching full-time (grades K-12) in a school system within Cuyahoga, Lake, Lorain, Summit, Portage, Geauga and Medina counties. Four times a year, The Plain Dealer solicits nominees for the Crystal Apple Award. 

A surprise presentation for Ms. Masenthin was held at a school assembly last week. Intermediate School 5th grader Allie Dustin, who nominated Ms. Masenthin, read her one-page letter explaining why Ms. Masenthin deserved the honor.  In addition, a letter from The Plain Dealer's Publisher, Terry Egger, was also read at the assembly. 
 
Hundreds of letters are submitted each contest period in which an independent panel of judges selects the very best teachers from the grade categories of Kindergarten-5, 6-8 and 9-12. The Plain Dealer's Educational Services Department, along with the student, personally congratulates the teacher at their school following each contest period. A banquet is then held in May each year honoring all 12 teachers and students who nominated them throughout the school year.

HIGH SCHOOL

Over 50 formal gowns were donated to the Chagrin Falls Key Club as part of their efforts to help students at Sheldon Clark High School.  The gowns were packaged and sent to the school located in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains, an area of extreme poverty, to allow girls at the school to have something special to wear for their prom. The Key Club sends a special thank you to all of the community members who helped with this project.

GURNEY


Gurney School first graders in Mrs. JoAnn Mynchenberg’s art class have just completed a project helping celebrate the opening of the “Arms and Armor” exhibit at the Cleveland Museum of Art.  Students discussed the purpose of arms and armor and took a close look at the ornamental details and motifs used for decoration.  In addition, students became aware of the labor-intense process and skill required to make a suit of armor.  As the final piece of the project, students created a helmet of their own.
New District Strategic Plan Being Developed


In 2004, a five-year strategic plan was implemented for the Chagrin Falls School District. This plan has proven to be of great benefit to the district and has provided a clear course for the Chagrin Falls Schools to follow.  This plan takes us to 2009.  To make sure that the school district is always moving forward, over 45 parents, community members, and certified and non-certified staff members have gathered for the last two months to develop a new five-year strategic plan for the Chagrin Falls Schools. Six clear pillars have been identified as key components needed to lead the schools through the next five year cycle. They are technology, facilities, curriculum and instruction, culture, communications, and finance.


 The present time table calls for a presentation to the Chagrin Falls Board of Education in June. Implementation of the approved plan will begin in the fall of 2008 allowing for a smooth transition with the present strategic plan.


In a time period when the funding of schools and increased academic accountability are still among the most challenging issues in our state, the Chagrin Falls School District continues to look forward in a community driven effort to maintain the quality of our school district. 

