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                     NEWS from the 

                         CHAGRIN FALLS SCHOOLS

For the School Bulletin Board or separate column, June 5, 2008
    From Lenny May 440-247-2072 ext. 4022 or maylen @chagrin-falls.k12.oh.us

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL


 Recently, Chagrin Falls High School and Middle School Chinese classes were very honored to have a kung fu master from China visit their classes. The master, Wu Shang-wei, is a 34th generation fighting monk from Shaolin Temple, one of the places where Chinese martial art originated. Master Wu Shang-wei was hosted by The Silent Mind, a center for martial arts, yoga, massages, and acupuncture located in Twinsburg. Timothy Loomis, from The Silent Mind, also offered some historical perspective on the Shaolin temple, where the “fighting monks,” an ancient order of monks are trained in martial arts and mental discipline.


After a question and answer period with Master Shang-wei, where many students asked questions in Chinese, classes had the unique opportunity to see the master demonstrate Tai chi, some kung fu movements with a sword, and some “animal fists” techniques. Tai chi, is a Chinese system of physical exercises designed especially for self-defense and meditation. The sword, among various fighting weapons, is one of the master’s favorite. “Animal fist,” helps demonstrate that much movement from Chinese martial arts is derived from the way animals protect themselves from their enemies. After viewing the demonstrations, students also had the opportunity to practice with the master. 
Middle School Teacher Wins Award



Middle School Math teacher, Todd Thombs, has been selected as the Chagrin Valley Rotary Club’s Chagrin Falls Exempted Village Schools “Today’s Teacher” for 2008.  The award honors those teachers who serve as a model for the motto “Service Above Self.”

            Mr. Thombs has been very active in his community, serving as a voluntary baseball, softball and soccer coach. He has served as an Elder, Sunday School Superintendent, and as a Vacation Bible School master of ceremonies at his church.  He has also been active in mission work traveling to Nicaragua in 1995 and to Bolivia in 2000. In addition, this past spring he raised over $7000 in pledges for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

New Alumni Office and Historical Room Opened

The Chagrin Falls Alumni have relocated their office.  The Alumni office is now next to the new District Performing Arts Center.  In addition, a new Historical Room, which has been a work in progress since October 2007, has been completed. The room was dedicated last week at a Board of Education meeting in honor of long time teacher and former alumni director Tom Mattern and has been named the “Chagrin Falls Schools Tom Mattern Historical Room” and is located adjacent to the new Alumni office.  Ed Kagy class of 1948 helped with the design of the room along with Alumni Committee members John Bourisseau (1964), Claudia Koepf Jackson (1966), Jana Boysen Young (1982), Bill Phillips (1982), and Todd Kruse (1993). John Tillotson (1972), a master craftsman, built the room and the electrical work was donated by Doug (1958) and Ted Williams (1961) of D.E. Williams Electric. 

Mr. Mattern (1955), Director Emeritus, has been collecting memorabilia since 1988 and has poured countless hours in to the development of this historical treasure. Items date back to 1849 and displays cover all aspects of the school district’s development.  Guidelines for the availability for touring the Historical Room are being developed allowing for maximum visibility.  The room will be open to large and small group tours.  Please contact Tom Mattern at 440-338-3081 or tgmattern@yahoo.com to set up a tour.
