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                     NEWS from the 

                         CHAGRIN FALLS SCHOOLS

For the School Bulletin Board or separate column, May 29, 2008
    From Lenny May 440-247-2072 ext. 4022 or maylen @chagrin-falls.k12.oh.us

MIDDLE SCHOOL


The Martha Holden Jennings Foundation in conjunction with Cleveland State University is funding a project in the Chagrin Falls Schools as well as other area selected schools. Each school has named a group of core subject teachers to lead the project. The Chagrin team includes: Middle School Social Studies teacher Johna Indriolo-Graziani and High School Social Studies teachers Brian McKenna and Mike Salyers. The focus of the project is the creation of a lesson that concerns 21st century skills.

Students will concentrate on key components that extend beyond basic memorization and typical learning practices.  They will concentrate on such areas as communication skills, collaboration, critical thinking, and the integration of technology.  The emphasis is preparing students for skills they will need for the future which is far more globally oriented and technology based to meet the needs of future careers. 


The Chagrin Falls teaching team will stress project based lessons with modifications for the various grade levels.  One area students will collaborate on is the creation of a presidential campaign commercial.  In order to do this, students will analyze past presidential commercials, learn and evaluate the methods used in promoting presidential candidates, research the significant issues and platforms of the major candidates, prepare a script, produce a 60 second commercial, and show the commercial to their class.  Each presentation will then be followed by peer, teacher, and self evaluations assessing the effectiveness of the ad.  On Thursday, July 31, teachers will select students to make presentations at a Cleveland State Symposium.

HIGH SCHOOL


Chagrin Falls High School senior, Zach Toedtman, has been selected to participate in the “Thinking Beyond Borders” program. The program selects 16 graduating high school seniors from around the world who defer their college entrance for one year.  In Zach’s case he has deferred his entering Washington and Jefferson University to the fall of 2009. Selected students will spend 8 months studying global development issues from social, political and economic perspectives.  Students travel to foreign countries and, for example, study the AIDS epidemic and public health in South Africa, sustainable agriculture in India, public education in China, environmental conservation in Vietnam, and clean water issues in Ecuador.  While in each country, students live with local families, work with non-government organizations, study with top professors and area experts, and meet with local politicians and the US ambassador to create a broad perspective of the issue.  After 6 months overseas, students return to the United States to translate learning into action.  Students meet with representatives from the United Nations, World Bank, International Monetary Fund, Homeland Security and The Grameen Foundation.  Students learn how each institution operates and affects development in the US and prepare their own personalized presentations.

Zach is the only student chosen from Ohio.  He has qualified and received a scholarship covering part of his tuition for this international program. He is, though, still in need of help with funding the remainder of his tuition for this program.  “Thinking Beyond Borders” is a non-profit organization and any donation would be tax deductible.  If you or your company would like to donate to help Zach, please send a check, made payable to “Thinking Beyond Borders” to the following address:  Zach Toedtman, 5109 Chillicothe Road, Chagrin Falls, OH  44022.
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

 
 The Intermediate School celebrated Right to Read Week last week and it was a huge success! We had three main activities that our students participated in.  The first was logging how much time they spent reading.  We had some students read over sixteen hours for the week.  Students who read the most in each class will get to participate in a staff versus student kickball game.  The second activity was a book collection for the some schools in need.  We collected 3,268 books.  The homerooms from each grade level that collected the most books earned an ice cream party.  Those homerooms were Mrs. Katie Adick, Mrs. Heather Heartz and Mrs. Katherine Owen.  The third activity had each student making bookmarks.  We are having each bookmark printed so that students can have them for a very long time.  We had a lot of fun celebrating reading together as a school! 
Chagrin Falls Booster Club Announces Grants



The Chagrin Falls Booster Club recently announced their grants for this year totaling $47,180.  Keeping with the club’s philosophy of supporting both academics and athletics, the grants cover all areas of student involvement.  $17,000 was given to the District Athletic Department for use with all 24 sports; $1200 to the Forensic team; $750 to the Prism, the school’s literary magazine; $1500 to the Tiger Times, the school newspaper; and $9500 was earmarked to cover a District athletic trainer for grades 7-12.  In addition, $8000 was used to purchase wireless mimio interactive projectors and whiteboards for the High School, Intermediate School, and Gurney.  The Middle School also received $1230 to purchase a responsive reading program.  Finally, $8000 was given out in student scholarship awards.

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR


The Chagrin Falls School District was recently notified by the Ohio Department of Education that we were again selected to be part of the volunteer teacher exchange program from Mainland China. We will be hosting two teachers for the 2008-2009 school year.  One teacher will replace Ms. Lihua Wu and will work predominantly at the 7-12 campus.  The second teacher will be working primarily with elementary students. As was the case with Ms. Wu, both positions will be funded through the State of Ohio Department of Education.  



We are in need of host families for our two visiting teachers for all or part of the next school year.  Not only will this provide an excellent cultural opportunity for a family, it would also provide a needed service to our district.  If you have any interest or would like more information, please contact Assistant Superintendent, Mr. Robert Hunt at 440-247-4346 or Bob.hunt@chagrinschools.org .

