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                     NEWS from the 

                         CHAGRIN FALLS SCHOOLS

For the School Bulletin Board or separate column, May 8, 2008
    From Lenny May 440-247-2072 ext. 4022 or maylen @chagrin-falls.k12.oh.us

HIGH SCHOOL 
Senior Named Presidential Scholar Semifinalist
Chagrin Falls High School senior Julie Leary has been named one of 560 semifinalists in the 2008 Presidential Scholars Program. Semifinalists were chosen by a panel of distinguished educators after a review of students’ essays, self-assessments, descriptions of activities, school recommendations, and school transcripts. Julie was originally selected as one of 2,600 Presidential Scholar candidates for semifinalist consideration from over 2.8 million students expected to graduate from U.S. high schools in 2008. 


The White House Commission on presidential Scholars will now review the applications of all selected semifinalists applying the same criteria used by the review committee.  The commission selects up to 121 Academic Scholars and 20 Arts Scholars.  All scholars are honored for their accomplishments during the program’s national recognition events, held in June in Washington D.C.


Inclusion in the Presidential Scholars Program, now in its 44th year, is one of the highest honors bestowed upon graduating high school seniors.  


MIDDLE SCHOOL


Nine Chagrin Falls Middle School students recently competed at the Greater Cleveland Council of Teachers of Mathematics Tournament.  Four events were held including: 1. Six Places to Start where the students were given seven problems to solve and the first six answers had to be used to answer the 7th.  2. The Hurdles where the students needed to correctly answer question #1 in order to answer question #2.  
3. Mental Math where each student individually answered two sets of mental math questions to combine for a team score. 4. The Pile where the students needed to solve as many of the 20 problems as possible in the allotted time.  Our students competed on 3 teams:
 8th grade team A: Jonathan Farr, Olivia Kuenzi, and Gordon Zenisek scored in the highest group and brought home trophies for being in the top 20%.
8th grade team B: Meaghan Diffenderfer, Jennifer Jouriles, and Ricky Kochert earned special mention.
7th grade team: Meghan Judge, Catherine Samuel, and Hannah Thombs earned “Champion” awards for being in the top 40%.
 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL


Drew Relyea has been chosen to represent the sixth grade GREAT (Gang Resistance Education and Training) class and Chagrin Falls Intermediate School on WTAM 1100 radio on Friday May 2nd.  He was chosen from a field of nominees based on his excellent class participation, positive attitude, good grades, being a good role model and incorporating the ideas learned in GREAT into his daily life.  Our sixth graders participate in GREAT every year for a semester which is taught by a local Chagrin Falls Police Officer.  Sergeant Kim Libbons has done an outstanding job this year working with our students.  We will be having our GREAT graduation later on this month.  
GURNEY

   May is a super busy month at Gurney in the Third Grade!  We started off the month with a Science Festival.  Students rotated around the Third Grade classrooms completing several experiments dealing with chemical changes.  There were objects exploding and disintegrating all over the place!  It was a great time for all, and a big thanks to Barb Currey who has helped us set this up twice this year!  We’ve had a blast!
     This month we are also learning about Rocks and Soil, and we will be taking a field trip to Chapin Forest to learn about the Ledges that are there and how they were formed.  This field trip lets us examine the properties of soil and take a hike in the woods to observe soil formations as well!  
     Third Graders will end the month with their Zip Strip Party.  All semester the students have been practicing their multiplication tables, passing zip strips on the tables, and earning a piece to a sundae at the Party.  By passing each multiplication table, the students have earned items like a napkin and spoon all the way to the cherry on the top of their sundae!  Hopefully, they will continue to practice these facts in their daily lives and have them memorized for life!   
  
CHAGRIN FALLS STRINGS STUDENTS SELECTED FOR CONCERT


Five members of the Chagrin Falls String Orchestra were selected to perform with Bowfire at the State Theatre on Tuesday, April 29th. The Chagrin Falls String Orchestra was selected from area schools through submission of audition tapes.  Only two school districts were selected:  Chagrin Falls and Lakewood.  The Chagrin Falls Orchestra was represented by Wiley Fox, Michael Mahoney, Brian Brietsch, Nathan Breitsch, and Lizzie Shimp.  The students had to memorize the music in order to perform. They performed with Bowfire for the encore (“Kashmir”, by Led Zeppelin).  


Bowfire is the Total String Experience.  Bowfire presents an "All Star Show" of the finest lineup of fiddle and violin virtuosos ever assembled on one stage. It takes its audiences on a musical journey that moves seamlessly from Jazz, Classical, Bluegrass, Celtic, Rock, Gypsy, World, Texas Swing and Ottawa Valley and Cape Breton styles and mixes in incredible step and tap dancing and a beautiful voice. All of this gets wrapped around a fast-paced show with first class production values that include great sound, choreography, dramatic lighting, set design and costumes.


.
Save the Date: “State of the Schools” Speech Scheduled

The Chagrin Falls School District’s “State of the Schools” address will be presented on Wednesday, May 14, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the District’s Performing Arts Center.  All Community members are invited to attend to hear an in-depth presentation on the status of our schools.  The night’s agenda will include a look at the future vision for the Chagrin Falls School District as well as a conversation on the fiscal health of our schools.  In addition, short and long-range goals for the district in curriculum, technology, building upgrades and renovation as well as other student environmental issues such as bullying will be discussed.  This will be a transparent, open dialogue with everyone in attendance.  Questions will be welcomed.

Chagrin Falls PTO Announces Grants

The Chagrin Falls Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) recently awarded $49,953 in grants to the school district.  Specific grants included the following:

Mimio Interactive Video Technology for District - $30,000; Assistance for printing of high school literary magazine, “Prism” - $750; Middle School Video Broadcasting Equipment- $1,200; Intermediate School Digital Projector and Document Camera - $1,635; 15 Classroom Microphones for Gurney School - $ 3,012; Gurney School Art Mural -$3,365; Earobics Literacy Program for Gurney School - $9,991
