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                     NEWS from the 

                         CHAGRIN FALLS SCHOOLS

For the School Bulletin Board or separate column, September 27, 2007

    From Lenny May 440-247-2072 ext. 4022 or maylen @chagrin-falls.k12.oh.us

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
The Intermediate School staff and students are trying to take the bite out of bullying this year.  They are off to a good start as every teacher has gone through a ten question worksheet on bullying.  These ten questions all make great discussion starters on bullying.  Many teachers have had students answer the ten questions on their own, then have them discuss their answers with a partner and finally lead a classroom discussion on the answers.  The staff believes that by having open dialogue about the subject, is a great start to eliminating bullying totally.  This worksheet was taken from The Bully Free Classroom by Allan L. Beane, Ph.D. 
GURNEY SCHOOL

The third graders have had a smooth transition into the new year.  Each classroom has been working on building a caring community of learners.  The students have also been busy developing “Hopes and Dreams” for them to achieve this year.  Each class created classroom rules to help them reach their goals, and the students are getting to know each other more and more each day.

Coming soon, the third graders will start a new social studies unit.  They will be learning about the history of Chagrin Falls.  In addition to learning interesting facts about Chagrin, students will practice map skills, learn about changes in the community over time, and explore local government and citizenship.  An exciting twist in this unit is that the third grade teachers will rotate to different classrooms each afternoon.  It will be nice to see a different smiling face each day!

HIGH SCHOOL
Chagrin Falls High School seniors Julie Leary and John Vogelgesang have been selected as National Merit semi-finalists.  Over 1.4 million students nationwide take the PSAT test and only 34,000 qualify as Commended Students, and from that select group, only 16,000 students qualify as semi-finalists.  These students have scored in the 99th percentile on the PSAT.   

Julie is taking five Advanced Placement courses this year, giving her a total of eleven Advanced Placement courses during her high school years. She is one of the top students in her class and is a member of the National honor Society.  She is also in select choir, involved in the school plays, and is a member of the Cleveland Orchestra Youth Chorus.  Her possible college selections include among others: Williams College, Dartmouth, Princeton, and Bowdoin.

John is taking six Advanced Placement courses this year, giving him a total of twelve during his high school career.  He is also one of the top students in his class and is a member of the National Honor Society.  He is also a member of the marching band, a varsity swim team member, and part of the school theater stage and building crews.  John hopes to major in engineering at one of several schools including: Princeton, the University of Pennsylvania, Stanford, or Rice.

THANK YOU DAD’S CLUB
The Chagrin Falls Dads' Club plays well with others!  It's been almost 6 years since the front playground at Gurney Elementary School was refurbished.  The beautiful wooden structure is a favorite playground for our school children as well as the local community.  Six years ago the Dads' Club came in to replace rusted nails, broken boards and made other necessary repairs.  Following that work, a local Boy Scout troop stained the entire structure as a finishing touch.  This past weekend we had a repeat performance by the Chagrin Falls Dads' Club.  The fathers worked together all day Saturday and Sunday to fix up the playground once again.  The donation of time and sweat is priceless to our Gurney students!  
TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE

On Sunday, September 30, at 7:00 pm, a special performance will be held in the new District Performing Arts Center featuring members of the Cleveland Orchestra, the Inlet Dance Theatre, Chagrin Light Orchestra, 1974 Alumni, professional singer Tina Shafer, and 1997 alumni, professional actress/singer, Elena Shaddow.  In addition, the Chagrin Falls High School orchestra will be performing a musical piece with the Chagrin Light Orchestra. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for senior citizens and students.  You may order tickets by calling 440-247-5500 ext.4022. This entire event is being sponsored privately through donations and evening ticket sales.

